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Information Disclosure Statbment 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



1 . Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. £1 .97 and £1 .98, and in compliance with 37 C.F.R. £1 .56, the Office's attention is directed to 
the patents, publications and other information listed on the attached PTO-1449. A copy of each listed document is enclosed 
except fan (a) pending applications; (b) those previously cited or submitted to the Office in the following application^) upon 
which this application relies for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120; and/or (c) U.S. Patents) and published 
appHcations(s). 

Serial No.: 09/523.022 09/426.065 

Filing Date: 03/10/2000 10/22/1999 



Regarding any document, publication or other information for which a daie is not given on the attached PTO-1449, 
Applicants) believe(s) The same may qualify as "prior" art to this application and should be treated accordingly, although 
Applicants) reserves) the right to contest the prior art status of any document, publication or information, should issue arise. 

2. Regarding each listed document that is not in the English language, an English-language translation accompanies 
this Statement as indicated on the attached PTO-1449 or a concise explanation of the relevance of the document is set forth in 
the following documents): 

(a) □ Copy of each English language version of a search report indicating the degree of relevance found by the 

foreign office of each document being submitted from the search report. 

(b) □ Attachment entitled "Concise Explanation of Relevance of Non-English Language Documents", 

3. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R, £1 .97(b) this Statement is being filed (one must be checked): 

(a) □ Within 3 months of the filing date or date of entry into the National Stage. 

(b) Before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. If this Statement is not filed before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, the required certification is given below or, in the 
absence thereof, the Office is authorized to charge the required fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. £1.17(p) to 
Deposit Account No. 50-1063 for consideration of this Statement 

(c) □ Before the mailing date of an Office Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 

1.114. 
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(d) □ After the period set forth in 37 CF.R. 11 .97(b) but before the mailing date of either a final action ot a 

notice of allowance. 

(1) CI The required certification is given below, or 

(2) □ Regarding the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 51.1 7(p) for consideration of this Statement : 

(i) □ Enclosed is a check covering the fee; 

(ii) □ Charge the fee set forth in 37 C.FJL £U7(p) to Deposit Account No. 50-1063; or 

(iii) □ Enclosed is a credit card payment form covering the fee. 

(e) O After the mailing date of either a final action or a notice of allowance, but before payment of the issue fee. 

Petition hereby is made for consideration of this Statement and the required certification is indicated below. 
Regarding the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 41. 17(i)(l) for consideration of this Statement; 

(1) □ Enclosed is a check covering the fee; 

(2) □ Charge the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 41-17(0(1) to Deposit Account No. 50-1063; or 

(3) □ Enclosed is a credit card payment form covering the fee. 

4. Certification (if applicable) 

(a) □ The undersigned hereby certifies that each item of information contained in this Statement was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 3 months 
prior to the filing of this Statement. 

(b) □ The undersigned hereby certifies that no item of iixforrnation contained in this Statement was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the undersigned's 
knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.EL £1 .56(c) 
more than 3 months prior to the filing of this Statement. 

5. The Coimnissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-1063. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Himanshu S. Amin 
Reg, No. 40,894 

Amin & Turocy, LLP 

24™ Floor, National City Center 

1900 East 9 th Street 

Cleveland, Ohio 441 14 

(216)696-8730 

CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE 
I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any paper referenced as being attached or enclosed) is 
being faxed tg 571-273-8300 on the date shown below to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

Date 
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Himanshu S. Amin 
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Publication Dale 
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"EXAMINER; Initial il rtterenee considered. wheLher or not cftailorTJB in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through cilalion if not in conformance) and not 
considered. Inctude copy of Uii3 form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (opUonBl). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.oov or MPEP B01.OO. 3 Enter Office that issued the document by the two*lcUor ocdo (WIPO Standard 9T.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the rei gn of the Emperor must precede the sertel number or the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 If possible. 6 Applicant la to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This collection or information la required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or rctafn a benefit by the public which is to me (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to lako 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and Submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the indrviduel case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggeslions 1or reducing ml 3 burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FOAMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS, SEMdTO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450, 

if you need assistance in completing the form, cafi 1-BQ0-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



PAGE 4/4 * RCVD AT 1/24/2006 6:24:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 * DNIS:2738300 * CStt):216 696 8731 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-22 



